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Cath Davies finds Ftorence rich cutture and hot on passionl

ff** very girL wants a
p honeymoon that's
&* fitted with romance,

so what better destination
than F[orence? A product
of centuries of culture and
art, visiting newtyweds wi[L

be captivated by the ltalian
city's incredibLe beauty and
sense of passion"

Buitt on the banks of the
River Arno, which is bridged
by the beautifuI Ponto
Vecchio, FLorence
is home to some of the
wortd's most incredib[e
renaissance a rchitectu re
and artworks. The city was
immortalised by the novelist
EM Forster in hìs famous
tale of romantic discovery,
A Room with a View.
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We visitei Ftorence in
November, which is an
ideal time to escape some
of the hoards of tourists
that descend on the city
every year. ALthough coLd,
the weather was dry, sunny
and perfect for sightseeing,
but it's not uncommon to be
met with rain so late in the
year. Try to avoid the ciiy in
midsummer - the weather
hots up and LocaLs head to

outtying areas to avoid
the heat - but it's a
beautifuL honeymoon
destination in the
spring and autumn.

One of the things
we loved about Florence
was how easy it is to find
your way around the city.
The skyline is dominated
by the impressive Duomo
Cathedra[, and it's rare
to find yourse[f in a ptace
where it can't be seen.
FLorence is a great city
to meander around and
exptore on foot, and,
after a few days, we fett
confident enough to find
our way around with ease
[with a tittle heLp from
the guidebookll. Despite
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its compact size, there's
no shortage of things to
see and do. A must-see
is MicheLangelo's David,
situated in the Accademia
Galtery, which is simply
awe-inspiring. Another must
is the Uffizi Gallery, home
to Botticetli's The Birth of
Venus and Renaissance
masterpieces by Titian,
Giotto and Caravaggio.
Widety considered to be
the greatest coLlection of
Renaissance art in the world,
you won't faiL to be moved

GETTING THERE
Meridiana Airtines fty direct to Ftorence airport from Gatwick, but many t0urists
choose to fty to Pisa airport because it can be reached from most regional
airports in the UK. lt takes around an hour to get t0 Ftorence from Pisa, and
there are frequent bus and train [inks.
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we had an amazing
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of our favourite finds was
Ruth's, a Jewish restaurant
opposite F[orence's
synagogue. We loved the
warm wetcome
we received, and
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eateries in the city

5ec Tuscany
We spent f ive days in
Ftorence, which was
perfect for seeing
aLL the main sites
without havinq to
race around the cìty.

lf you're pLanning a

Longer break, make
sure you take time to
visit the surrounding
Tuscan countryside
outside the city waLLs.

It's easy to forget that
you're in the centre of
some of ltaly s most stunning
naturaL surroundings when
conf ronted wiih aLL the
man-made beauty of
FLorence, but a trip to the
outtying towns wì[L make you

feel a miLlion miLes away.
Fiesote is just a short bus

journey north of Ftorence,
situated on one of the hitls
overtooking the city. It has

a stunning cathedrat, and
is perfect for stepping awaY

from the city and enjoying
a retaxing day out. Further
afieLd, the preserved
medievaI city of Siena,
around 90 minutes from
FLorence by train, is atso
f iì.Led with beautif uL gothic
archìtecture and certainly
worth a visit if you're
spending a week or [onger in

this stunning regìon. Y
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lf you want to give your wedding a touch of Ftorentine magic, why not get manied in

the city? There are ptenty of wedding ptanners offering wedding packages either in

the heart of Ftorence or in sunounding Tuscany, enabling you to have your ceremony

in ltaty before enjoying your honeymoon there. Two of the best companies we've

come across are My Exclusive ltatian Wedding {www.myexclusiveitalianwedding.

com) and Weddings in Tuscany lwww.weddingsintuscany.info).
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lush Tuscan countryside

just outside the city walls


